
ORDINATION 
The Revd Paul Reynolds 
was ordained Presbyter 
at St Andrew’s Church, 
on 7th November. 
Bishop Paul  was as-
sisted by the Revd Mark 
Spiers, the Revd Robert 

Wilson, the Revd Dr Mark Gretason, the 
Revd Colin Hunter and Mr John Haynes. 
Well over 60 friends and family were pre-
sent. For his sermon Bishop Paul used the 
text from Mark 12:38-44 and recalled the 
day when Paul and Janet first found St 

Andrew’s 
Church and 
made it 
their spiri-
tual home. 
And how, as 
a church, we 

have been blessed by them! Please continue 
to pray for Paul as he seeks to do the Lord’s 
will for his future ministry. Thank you for your 
support for Paul. His favourite text was piped 
onto his cake, ‘Give thanks to Him and Praise 
His Name’; beautifully made by Mrs Barbara 
Wilson. A special thank you to young Dan, 
who worked so hard during the day. 
 

SHOREHAM-BY-SEA 
The Church of St Francis, Shoreham-by-Sea show off their new banner.  
Pictured here 
is the Revd 
Gerald Kirsch 
and the Revd 
Michael 
Blades along 
with Alex 
King. Please 
pray for this 
church as it 
seeks to 
reach out to 
the local 
community. 
Well done, 
this should 
get noticed!  
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GREETINGS - WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM 
By the time you read this hopefully you have Christmas all wrapped 
up and ready to go. Here at my home base we have just held a won-
derful Carols and Lessons service where nearly 40 readers took part 
bringing the joy and peace of Christmas alive to a packed church. It is 
so special at this time of year to remember that first wonderful 
Christmas in Bethlehem when the Son of God came into the world to 
save us from sin. How is it possible for us to prepare our hearts for 
the short journey between Christmas and Easter?  
Why would someone leave the comfort of their home, travel two 
thousand miles by camel, brave blistering deserts fraught with high-
waymen and hazards, and follow a star to an unfamiliar destination? 
There's only one answer: wise men and women have always hun-
gered for God. Deep down we all have a need to experience some-
thing bigger than ourselves; someone capable of loving us, protecting 
and directing us. When his life fell apart Job cried, 'Oh, that I knew 
where I might find Him, that I might come to His seat!' (Job 23:3). The 
good news of Christmas is, you can seek God and find Him, by coming 
to know Jesus as your own personal Saviour.   
Notice where the wise men didn't find the Christ: In the business 
world. Every motel in Bethlehem was sold out with a 'No vacancy' 
sign. Not much has changed, eh? Clearly, Jesus is good for business. 
The trouble is, we prefer the myth to the Master. We want a Santa 
but not a Saviour. We want the fairy tale but not the fact. What fact? 
That Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 
1:15). The story's told of a child who was chosen to play the inn-
keeper in the Christmas nativity, telling Mary and Joseph that there 
was no room for them at the inn. But on the night of the big event, he 
stood onstage, looked into the faces of the audience, froze in fear, 
then smiled and announced, 'I'm not supposed to do this, but come 
on in anyway!' The hymnist wrote, 'Room for pleasure, room for busi-
ness, but for Christ the crucified; not a place where He can enter, in 
the heart for which He died.' Instead of ending this Christmas ex-
hausted, disappointed, and in debt, invite Jesus into your life. You 
may be looking back with regret on some bad decisions you've made 
this year, but making Jesus your Lord and Saviour this Christmas is the 
best decision you'll ever make.  
The birth of Jesus divides history into two parts: B.C. (before Christ) 
and A.D. (after Christ). History is-His story! Let's observe where else 
the wise men didn't find Christ: In the church. Amazing, isn't it? 
Teachers and theologians pored over their dusty parchments as they 
had done for generations. They taught their congregations that the 
Messiah was coming, but they failed to recognise or acknowledge 
Him when He arrived. Yet the Old Testament Scriptures they read 
were filled with it. And this God of precision and forethought has a 
plan for your life too, the only plan that can satisfy and bring you 
happiness. And the good news is; He comes by invitation. So invite 
Him into your life today. By the way - let me know if you do! Every 
blessing to you, your family and church family today and into 2016.   
 
Bishop Paul joined work colleagues and friends at Churchill House 
recently to say a big thank you and goodbye to Simon Eden, our ac-
countant, who is moving his place of work after 21 years service for 
Cox Jerome (Baldwins). Every blessing, Simon. What a cake!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—2016 
 

TUESDAY 9th February Central Trust Executive Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 10th February General Council 

 Note : NEW dates and NEW venue -  
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick 

 

SYNOD - Saturday 12th March  
ST FRANCIS CHURCH, SHOREHAM-BY-SEA 

 

CONVOCATION - Monday to Wednesday 
23rd to 25th May - The Hayes Conference Centre 

HOME MISSION FUND - 25th May 
CENTRAL TRUST - 26th May  

 

TUESDAY 27th September Central Trust Ordinary  
and Executive Meetings 

WEDNESDAY 28th September General Council 
 Note : NEW dates and NEW venue -  

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick 
 

SYNOD - Monday 24th October  
High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon  

CONFERENCE - Monday to Thursday 
24th to 27th October 

FRANCE - REVD ROBERT LEONE 
The Revd Robert wrote: 
‘Very many thanks for your mes-
sages and prayers. Please pass on 
my gratitude to all involved.  
There was a public demonstration, 

mayoral address and two-minute silence outside the Montmoril-
lon Town Hall at 12 Noon today (Monday 16th November).  
I absolutely agree that we must unite with all other Christians. 
The terrible events in Paris have knocked people sideways 
throughout France. As one Frenchman interviewed near the site 
of one part of the massacre, which he survived, said "They can do 
this over and over again, but we will still be here and Paris will 
still be here and so will our values. They will not destroy, cower or 
defeat us. When they are long gone, our nation and our city will 
still be here, with our values intact." Defiance and strength of 
community is what has characterized the French, as well as great 
anger and moral outrage, over these events.’  
Révérend Robert, 
Le Vicaire de la Paroisse Anglicane 
de Moussac et Montmorillon, France. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://rsvpmagazine.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/stock-footage-french-flag-waving-against-time-lapse-clouds-background.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rsvpmagazine.ie/irish-people-are-doing-something-amazing-to-support-the-peo
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PRAYER UPDATE 
 
 

 Lord, we pray for all the churches in the North West who have 
been affected by the latest floods to hit the region.  

 Remember the Revd Robert Leone as he prepares for the Conse-
cration of St Martins Church in August 2016. Their Inaugural ser-
vice was attended by over 40 members. Bishop Paul will give more 
details shortly about how you can be part of this exciting service. 

 Remember all the Southern Diocese churches and ministers. 
 
SOUTHERN DIOCESE RETREAT - OCTOBER 2015 
This is just a snap shot of the many photos taken during the Confer-
ence last October where over 40 of us were there from the Diocese. 
It was an awesome week and such a moving experience for everyone 
there. Bishop Paul cannot remember a conference where he has 
laughed and cried so much, and came back home an emotional 
wreck, in a nice way! Revd Mark and Donna led all the children’s 
sessions and Bishop Paul chaired the event. The gentleman below is 
the internationally renowned comedian - Andy Kind, who was fantas-
tic. Our brief visit to Ware was a welcome break and we enjoyed our 
sing-a-long around the camp fire. The ’show and tell’....  (continued       )  

CONFIRMATION 
Bishop Paul and 
Daniel visited Christ 
Church, Exeter last 
Sunday for the 
Confirmation of 
Meriyam picture 
here and below 
with some of her 
own and church 
family. 

 

 

.....treasures also 
touched all our 
hearts. Well done 
to everyone who 
contributed in any 
way. Remember, it 
is not too early to 
ask Mr Colin Mills 
about booking for 
next year - Monday 
to Thursday 24th-
27th October 2016. 


